INTERLOCKING MASONRY ARTICLES AND METHODS THEREOF 


Field of the Invention 

This invention relates generally to masonry articles and 
more specifically to novel interlocking masonry articles and 
improved construction methods to readily form continuous wall 
sections with mortar-less joints that have the appearance of 
mortared joints. 

Background of the Invention 

In the past, numerous efforts have been made to overcome 
the shortcomings of various building elements such as bricks, 
blocks (cinder or cement), and the like. Masonry elements are 
laid course by course on an appropriate foundation, in one of 
many standard configurations wherein a course of grout or 
mortar lies between each row of masonry elements and between 
each adjacent masonry element. Open mortar joints often 
adhere poorly to the masonry elements and are relatively 
porous allowing some water seepage and penetration of the 
joint, consequently, the weakest link in masonry construction 
are the mortar joints, which are a poor barrier to heat, cold 
and moisture with resulting deterioration of a wall. 

The laying of masonry elements as described above 
requires a degree of skill because the masonry elements must 
be laid in an even manner and in reasonably straight lines to 
provide the aesthetic qualities of a well-designed structure 
such as a wall. In addition the mortar needs to be troweled 
onto the masonry elements so that there is not an excess of 
mortar built up between each horizontal and vertically 
adjacent masonry element, otherwise there is wastage of 
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materials and the aesthetic appeal of the masonry elements may 
be compromised. Such a process is both time-consuming and 
costly. Several solutions to these issues have been 
described. 

5 Pearlman, U.S. Patent 4,075,808 discloses a masonry 

element {''wall unit") having vertically and horizontally 
offset front and rear faces which form a tongue and groove 
interlocking means. The masonry elements also have bed-to-bed 
face passages and header-to-header channels to allow mortar to 

10 be poured into the masonry element to rigidly hold the masonry 
element in place. The specification also discloses corner, 
end and interior masonry elements. It is important to note 
that Pearlman' s '808 disclosure places no special importance 
on the outward appearance of the front face of a structure 

15 made with Pearlman' s masonry elements. Moreover, Pearlman' s 
masonry elements in the ^808 disclosure are blocks rather than 
bricks, where it is common for adjacent masonry elements to 
have almost no mortar showing. 

Storer-Folt, U.S. Patent 5,802,797 discloses a masonry 

20 system in which specially shaped bricks are dry-stacked and 
subsequently bonded by pouring mortar or grout into apertures 
in the bricks. The bricks have alignment projections 
extending from the bottom bed faces which register with 
alignment grooves in the top bed faces of the lower bricks to 

25 align the upper bricks before bonding. The projections and 

grooves define a recess to admit mortar between adjacent brick 
faces. The bricks also have recesses in the header faces to 
admit mortar between adjacent header faces. The front faces 
of the bricks are contoured to create the appearance of mortar 

30 joints when the bricks are stacked. It is important to note 
that the masonry system of Storer-Folt' s ^797 disclosure only 
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provides for direct interlocking in a bottom face to a top 
face mode. 

For the foregoing reasons, there is a need to provide 
novel interlocking masonry articles and improved construction 
5 methods to readily form continuous wall sections with mortar- 
less joints that have the appearance of mortared joints. The 
inventor of this application has discovered improved masonry 
articles where interlocking of the masonry articles occurs in 
a top face to bottom face mode, as well as. providing for 

10 tongue and groove interlocking in adjacent masonry articles. 
Moreover, in this inventor's improved masonry articles, the 
outward appearance of the front face of a structure made with 
these masonry articles conforms to a brick and mortar or block 
and mortar configuration. This inventor's improved masonry 

15 articles provide for simple and efficient assembly including 
the ability to adjust side-by-side placement of masonry 
articles to correct length mismatches while laying a 
structure. 

20 Summary of the Invention 

Accordingly, it is an object of this disclosure to 
provide a plurality of interlocking masonry articles. 

It is a further object of this disclosure to provide a 
25 plurality of improved interlocking masonry articles that 
interlock in a top to bottom face mode as well as in an 
adjacent side by side mode so that an outward face of a 
structure made with the masonry articles have a mortar-like 
gap located between each one of the plurality of masonry 
30 articles. 
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It is yet a still further object of this disclosure to 
provide methods for assembling structures using the plurality 
of improved interlocking masonry articles. 

It is a further object of this disclosure to provide 
5 methods for making the plurality of improved interlocking 
masonry articles. 

Preferred Embodiments of the Invention 

10 In accordance with one embodiment of this invention a 

plurality of masonry articles is disclosed, the plurality of 
masonry articles comprising, in combination a first header and 
a second header for each of the plurality of masonry articles, 
a contoured portion of the first header of each of the 

15 plurality of masonry articles for coupling to a contoured 
portion of another second header of another one of the 
plurality of masonry articles, and a contoured portion of the 
second header of each one of the plurality of masonry articles 
for coupling to a contoured portion of one other first header 

20 of one other of the plurality of masonry articles so that an 
outward face of a portion of a wall assembled with the 
plurality of masonry articles has a mortar-like vertically 
oriented gap; the plurality of masonry articles when assembled 
to provide a portion of the wall having a contoured front 

25 face, the plurality of masonry articles when assembled to 
provide a portion of the wall having a lower base and a 
contoured upper base of each of the plurality of masonry 
articles configured for coupling a portion of the contoured 
upper base of each of the plurality of masonry articles to a 

30 portion of a lower base of one of the other plurality of 

masonry articles so that the outward face of the portion of 
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the wall assembled with all of the plurality of masonry 
articles has a mortar-like horizontally oriented gap. 

In accordance with a second embodiment of this invention, 
a collection of interlocking masonry articles is disclosed, 

5 the collection of interlocking masonry articles comprising, in 
combination a plurality of masonry articles also comprising a 
plurality of corner masonry articles and a plurality of 
alternative corner masonry articles, the plurality of masonry 
articles, the plurality of corner masonry articles and the 

10 plurality of alternative corner masonry articles together 
providing contoured shapes so that an outward face of a 
portion of a wall assembled with the plurality of masonry 
articles, the plurality of corner masonry articles and the 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles provide the 

15 appearance of a plurality of mortar-like horizontally oriented 
and mortar-like vertically oriented gaps. 

In accordance with a third embodiment of this invention, 
a method for assembling a portion of a wall with a plurality 
of masonry articles comprises the steps of providing a first 

20 header and a second header for each of the plurality of 

masonry articles, a contoured portion of the first header of 
each of the plurality of masonry articles for coupling to a 
contoured portion of another second header of another one of 
the plurality of masonry articles, and a contoured portion of 

25 the second header of each one of the plurality of masonry 
articles for coupling to a contoured portion of one other 
first header of one other of the plurality of masonry articles 
so that an outward face of a portion of a wall assembled with 
the plurality of masonry articles has a mortar-like vertically 

30 oriented gap; and providing the plurality of masonry articles 
when assembled to provide a portion of the wall having a 
contoured front face, the plurality of masonry articles when 
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assembled to provide a portion of the wall having a lower base 
and a contoured upper base of each of the plurality of masonry 
articles configured for coupling a portion of the contoured 
upper base of each of the plurality of masonry articles to a 

5 portion of a lower base of one of the other plurality of 
masonry articles so that the outward face of the portion of 
the wall assembled with all of the plurality of masonry 
articles has a mortar-like horizontally oriented gap. 

The foregoing and other objects, features, and advantages 

10 of the invention will be apparent from the following, more 
detailed description of the preferred embodiments of the 
invention, as illustrated in the accompanying drawings- 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

15 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a foundation supporting a 
portion of a wall structure made with a plurality of 
reinforcing rods disposed through a plurality of interlocking 
masonry articles according to the present invention; 
20 Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a pair of alternative 

masonry articles aligned to interlock vertically staggered as 
shown in the portion of the wall structure of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of a pair of horizontally 
interlocking adjacent alternative masonry articles of the type 
25 shown in Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a top plan view of a corner masonry article 
horizontally interlocking to an adjacent masonry article as 
shown in the portion of the wall structure of Fig. 1/ 

Fig. 4A is a top plan view of an alternative corner 
30 masonry article horizontally interlocking to an adjacent 

masonry article as shown in the portion of the wall structure 
of Fig. 1; 
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Fig. 5 is a sectional view along 5 - 5 of an end 
elevation portion of the corner block of Fig. 4; and 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the corner masonry 
article horizontally interlocking to the masonry article of 
5 Fig. 4 with an angular shaped reinforcing rod disposed in a 
channel defined by a portion of the corner masonry article and 
a portion of the masonry article according to the present 
invention. 

10 Description of the Invention 

In this application the term masonry articles refers to 
any suitable masonry unit including bricks, clay or concrete 
blocks that are shaped in the preferred configurations of this 

15 disclosure. 

According to Figs. 1, 2 and 3, each of a plurality of 
masonry articles 10 substantially comprises a parallelepiped 
having a first header 100 located at a first end of the 
plurality of masonry articles 10, a second header 102 located 

20 at a second end of the plurality of masonry articles 10, a 
front face 16, a back face 18, a lower base 56 and an upper 
base 58. The front face 16 of each of the plurality of 
masonry articles 10 is contoured. A contoured portion of the 
second header 102 of each of the plurality of masonry articles 

25 10 couples to a contoured portion of one other first header 
100 of one other of the plurality of masonry articles 10, and 
a contoured portion of the first header 100 of each of the 
plurality of masonry articles 10 couples to a contoured 
portion of one other second header 102 of one other of the 

30 plurality of masonry articles 10 so that an outward face of a 
portion of a wall assembled with the plurality of masonry 
articles 10 on a foundation has a plurality of mortar-like 
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vertically oriented gaps, each one of the plurality of mortar- 
like vertically oriented gaps located adjacently between each 
one of the plurality of masonry articles 10, Furthermore, a 
portion of the lower base 56 of each of the plurality of 
5 masonry articles 10 couples to a portion of the contoured 
upper base 58 of one other of the plurality of masonry 
articles 10 so that the outward face of the portion of the 
wall assembled with the plurality of masonry articles 10 has a 
plurality of mortar-like horizontally oriented gaps, each one 

10 of the plurality of mortar-like horizontally oriented gaps 
located adjacently between each of one of the plurality of 
masonry articles 10. 

The back face 18 of each of the plurality of masonry 
articles 10 is substantially parallel to the front face 16 of 

15 each of the plurality of masonry articles 10. According to 
Fig. 1, the back face of a portion of the wall assembled with 
the plurality of masonry articles 10 has no plurality of 
mortar-like gaps located adjacently between each of the 
plurality of masonry articles 10, It is understood that the 

20 back face 18 of each of the plurality of masonry articles 10 
may be contoured without changing the functionality of each of 
the plurality of masonry articles 10 so that the back face of 
the portion of the wall may have the appearance of the 
plurality of mortar-like vertically oriented gaps and the 

25 plurality of mortar-like horizontally oriented gaps, each of 
the plurality of mortar-like vertically oriented gaps and the 
plurality of mortar-like horizontally oriented gaps located 
adjacently between each of the plurality of masonry articles 
10. 

30 The first header 100 of the plurality of masonry articles 

10 comprises a first projecting portion 20, a second 
projecting portion 22 and an end-recessed portion 28. The 


end-recessed portion 28 is located between the first 
projecting portion 20 and the second projecting portion 22 of 
the first header 100 of each of the plurality of masonry 
articles 10. The second header 102 of the plurality of 
5 masonry articles 10 comprises a first opposite projecting 
portion 24 adjacent to a first inner recessed portion 30 of 
the second header 102 of each of the plurality of masonry 
articles 10, a second opposite projecting portion 26 adjacent 
to a second inner recessed portion 32 of the second header 102 

10 of each of the plurality of masonry articles 10 and an 

opposite recessed portion 42. The opposite recessed portion 
42 is located between the first inner recessed portion 30 and 
the second inner recessed portion 32 of the second header 102 
of each of the plurality of masonry articles 10. 

15 An elevated portion of the front face 16 of each of the 

plurality of masonry articles 10 comprises a vertically 
oriented edge 36 of the elevated portion of the front face 16 
and a horizontally oriented edge 44 of the elevated portion of 
the front face 16. The elevated portion of the front face 16 

20 of each of the plurality of masonry articles 10 is adjacent to 
an indented portion 34 of the surface of the front face 16. 
The indented portion 34 of the front face 16, bounded by the 
vertically oriented edge 36 and by the horizontally oriented 
edge 44, extends from an end of the first projecting portion 

25 20 of the first header 100 of each of the plurality of masonry 
articles 10 to the vertically oriented edge 36 of the elevated 
portion of the front face 16, and from the end of the first 
projecting portion 20 of the first header 100 of each of the 
plurality of masonry articles 10 to an end of the first 

30 opposite projecting portion 24 of the second header 102 of 
each of the plurality of masonry articles 10. The indented 
portion 34 of the surface of the front face 16 is 
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substantially parallel to the surface of the elevated portion 
of the front face 16. A lower portion of the indented portion 
34 of the surface of the front face 16 comprises a 
substantially L-shaped step 46 extending from the end of the 
5 first projecting portion 20 of the first header 100 of each of 
the plurality of masonry articles 10 to the end of the first 
opposite projecting portion 24 of the second header 102 of 
each of the plurality of masonry articles 10. 

Similarly, the back face 18 of each of the plurality of 

10 masonry articles 10 comprises an opposite edge 40 

substantially perpendicular to an opposite indented portion 38 
of the surface of the back face 18. The opposite indented 
portion 38 of the surface of the back face 18 is located 
between an end of the second projecting portion 22 of the 

15 first header 100 of each of the plurality of masonry articles 
10 and the opposite edge 40 of the back face 18. The opposite 
indented portion 38 of the surface of the back face 18 is 
substantially parallel to the surface of the back face 18. A 
lower portion of the back face 18 extending from the end of 

20 the second projecting portion 22 of the first header 100 of 
each of the plurality of masonry articles 10 to an end of the 
second opposite projecting portion 26 of the second header 102 
of each of the plurality of masonry articles 10 comprises a 
substantially opposite L-shaped step 48. The opposite L- 

25 shaped step 48 of the back face 18 and the L-shaped step 4 6 of 
the front face 16 have substantially the same height, so that 
the portion of the lower base 56 of each of the plurality of 
masonry articles 10 may couple to the portion of the contoured 
upper base 58 of one other of the plurality of masonry 

30 articles 10. The portion of the contoured upper base 58 of 
each of the plurality of masonry articles 10 comprises a 
channel 50 extending substantially horizontally from the first 
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header 100 of each of the plurality of masonry articles 10 to 
the second header 102 of each of the plurality of masonry 
articles 10. When the portion of the contoured upper base 58 
of one other of the plurality of masonry articles 10 is 
5 coupled to the portion of the lower base 56 of the plurality 
of masonry articles the channel 50 of the portion of the 
contoured upper base 58 provides an opening, which may 
accommodate a substantially horizontally oriented reinforcing 
rod 52. The plurality of masonry articles 10 have a plurality 

10 of holes 54 extending from the upper base 58 of each of the 
plurality of masonry articles 10 to the lower base 56 of each 
of the plurality of masonry articles 10. According to Figs. 
1, 2 and 3 the plurality of holes 54 may be substantially 
circular in shape or substantially elongated in shape. Each 

15 of the plurality of holes 54 may accommodate a substantially 
vertically oriented reinforcing rod 52 within each of the 
plurality of holes 54. Typically during assembly of the wall, 
a course of the plurality of masonry articles is off set 
horizontally relative to one other course of one other of the 

20 plurality of masonry articles to provide a decorative 

appearance for the outward face of the wall. During assembly 
of the wall the course of the plurality of masonry articles 10 
is aligned vertically with one other course of the other 
plurality of masonry articles 10 so that the plurality of 

25 holes 54 of each of the plurality of masonry articles 10 is 
substantially aligned to permit each of a plurality of 
substantially vertically oriented reinforcing rods 52 to pass 
through the course of the plurality of masonry articles 10 
vertically aligned to one other course of one other of the 

30 plurality of masonry articles 10. The alignment of the 

plurality of masonry articles 10 also permits mortar to be 
poured into the plurality of holes 54 so that the course of 
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the plurality of masonry articles 10 may be permanently 
vertically and horizontally coupled to one other course of one 
of the other plurality of masonry articles 10 when the mortar 
sets. The mortar substantially fills the opening located 

5 between the channel 50 of the portion of the contoured upper 
base 58 of one other of the plurality of masonry articles 10 
and the portion of the lower base 56 of one of the plurality 
of masonry articles 10. The mortar also adheres to the course 
of the lower base 56 of one of the plurality of masonry 

10 articles 10, which is vertically coupled to the other adjacent 
course of the portion of the contoured upper base 58 of one 
other of the plurality of masonry articles 10. 

The first header 100 of each of the plurality of masonry 
articles 10 provides a tongue portion for coupling to a groove 

15 portion of the second header 102 of each of the plurality of 
masonry articles 10. The indented portion 34 of the surface 
of the front face 16 is of greater width then the opposite 
indented portion 38 of the surface of the back face 18. The 
width of the first opposite projecting portion 24 of the 

20 second header 102 of each of the plurality of masonry articles 
10 and the width of the second opposite projecting portion 26 
of the second header 102 of each of the plurality of masonry 
articles 10 are substantially the same as the width of the 
opposite indented portion 38 of the surface of the back face 

25 18 of the first header 100 of each of the plurality of masonry 
articles 10. When each of the plurality of masonry articles 
10 couples adjacently to one other of the plurality of masonry 
articles 10, the indented portion 34 of the front face 16 of 
the plurality of masonry articles 10 provides a vertical 

30 mortar-like gap because of the difference in width of the 
indented portion 34 of the surface of the front face 16 and 
the opposite indented portion 38 of the surface of the back 


face 18 of the first header 100 of each of the plurality of 
masonry articles 10. A significant advantage of this method 
of assembly of the portion of the wall is that the distance 
between each of the plurality of masonry articles 10 
adjacently coupled to one other of the plurality of masonry 
articles 10 may be selectively adjusted to accommodate 
variations in the length of each course of the plurality of 
masonry articles 10 of the portion of the wall. Additionally, 
when each course of the plurality of masonry articles 10 
vertically couples to one other of the other adjacent course 
of the plurality of masonry articles 10, the horizontally 
oriented edge 44 of the elevated portion of the front face 16 
of each course of the plurality of masonry articles 10 
provides a plurality of horizontal mortar-like gaps because of 
the contoured shape of the front face 16 of each of the 
plurality of masonry articles 10 as described above. 

In addition to the plurality of masonry articles 10, a 
plurality of corner masonry articles 12 (see Figs. 1, 4 and 6) 
permit assembly of a portion of a corner section of the wall 
(see Fig. 1) and a plurality of alternative corner masonry 
articles 14 (see Figs. 1 and 4A) permit assembly of a portion 
of an alternative corner section of the wall (see Fig. 1) . 
The plurality of corner masonry articles 12 and the plurality 
of alternative corner masonry articles 14 permit corner 
directionality for assembly of the wall. 

According to Figs. 1, 4 and 6, each of the plurality of 
corner masonry articles 12 substantially comprises a 
parallelepiped having a first corner header 200, a second 
corner header 202 located at a second end, a front face 16, a 
back face 18, a corner end 60 located at a first end opposite 
the corner second header 202, a lower base 56 and an upper 
base 58. The front face 16 of each of the plurality of corner 
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masonry articles 12 is contoured similarly to the contoured 
front face 16 of each of the plurality of masonry articles 10 
(see description above) . A contoured portion of the first 
corner header 200 of each of the plurality of corner masonry 
5 articles 12 couples to the contoured portion of the second 

header 102 of one of the plurality of masonry articles 10, and 
a contoured portion of the second corner header 202 of each of 
the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 couples to the 
contoured portion of one other first header 100 of one other 

10 of the plurality of masonry articles 10 so that an outward 
face of the portion of the corner section of the wall has 
plurality of mortar-like vertically oriented gaps, the 
plurality of the mortar-like vertically oriented gaps located 
adjacently between the portion of the second header 102 of one 

15 of the plurality of masonry articles 10 and the portion of the 
first corner header 200 of one of the plurality of corner 
masonry articles 12, and the plurality of the mortar-like 
vertically oriented gaps also located between the portion of 
one other first header 100 of one other of the plurality of 

20 masonry articles 10 and the portion of the second corner 

header 202 of one of the plurality of corner masonry articles 
12. Furthermore, a portion of the lower base 56 of one of the 
plurality of corner masonry articles 12 couples to a portion 
of a contoured upper base 58 of a combination of one of the 

25 plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14 coupled to 
one of the plurality of masonry articles 10 so that the 
outward face of the portion of the corner section of the wall 
assembled with the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 has 
a plurality of mortar-like horizontally oriented gaps, the 

30 mortar-like horizontally oriented gaps located adjacently 
between each one of the plurality of masonry articles 12 
vertically coupled to the combination of one of the plurality 
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of alternative corner masonry articles 14 coupled to one of 
the plurality of masonry articles 10. 

The back face 18 of each of the plurality of corner 
' masonry articles 12 is substantially parallel to the front 

5 face 16 of each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 
12. According to Figs. 4 and 6, the portion of the corner 
section of the back face of the wall assembled from the 
plurality of corner masonry articles 12 has no plurality of 
mortar-like gaps located adjacently between the plurality of 

10 corner masonry articles 12 and the combination of one of the 
plurality of masonry articles 10 and one of the alternative 
corner masonry articles 14. It is understood that the back 
face 18 of each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 
may be contoured without changing the functionality of each of 

15 the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 so that the back 
face of the portion of the corner section of the wall may have 
the appearance of the plurality of mortar-like vertically 
oriented gaps, each of the plurality of mortar-like vertically 
oriented gaps located adjacently between one of the plurality 

20 of corner masonry articles 12 coupled to one of the plurality 
of corner articles 12, and one of the plurality of corner 
masonry articles 12 coupled to one other of the plurality of 
masonry articles 10. In addition, the back face 18 of each of 
the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 may be contoured 

25 without changing the functionality of each of the plurality of 
corner masonry articles 12 so that the back face of the 
portion of the corner section of the wall may have the 
appearance of the plurality of mortar-like horizontally 
oriented gaps, each one of the plurality of mortar-like 

30 horizontally oriented gaps located adjacently between each of 
the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 vertically coupled 
to the combination of one of the plurality of alternative 
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corner masonry articles 14 coupled to one of the masonry 
articles 10. 

The first corner header 200 of the plurality of corner 

masonry articles 12 comprises a first projecting portion 20, a 

5 second projecting portion 22 and an end-recessed portion 28. 
The end-recessed portion 28 is located between the first 
projecting portion 20 and the second projecting portion 22 of 
the first corner header 200 of each of the plurality of corner 
masonry articles 12. The first corner header 200 of each of 

10 the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 projects 

substantially perpendicularly from a portion of the back face 
18 of each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12. A 
front-end face of the corner end 60 of the plurality of corner 
masonry articles 12 is contoured similarly to the front face 

15 16 of each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 (see 
description above and Figs. 1 and 2). The corner end 60 of 
each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 is 
opposite to the second corner header 202 of each of the 
plurality of corner masonry articles 12. The second corner 

20 header 202 of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 is 
similar to the second header 102 of the plurality of masonry 
articles 10 (see above) . The second corner header 202 of the 
plurality of corner masonry articles 12 comprises a first 
opposite projecting portion 24 adjacent to a first inner 

25 recessed portion 30 of the second corner header 202 of each of 
the plurality of corner masonry articles 12, a second opposite 
projecting portion 26 adjacent to a second inner recessed 
portion 32 of the second corner header 202 of each of the 
plurality of corner masonry articles 12 and an opposite 

30 recessed portion 42. The opposite recessed portion 42 is 
located between the first inner recessed portion 30 and the 
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second inner recessed portion 32 of the second corner header 
202 of each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12. 

An elevated portion of the front-end face of the corner 
end 60 of each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 

5 comprises a vertically oriented edge 36 of the elevated 

portion of the front-end face and a horizontally oriented edge 
44 of the elevated portion of the front-end face of the corner 
end 60 (see Fig. 5, which shows an elevation view of the front 
face 16 of the second header 202 and is substantially similar 

10 to the front-end face of the corner end 60) . The elevated 

portion of the front-end face of the corner end 60 of each of 
the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 is adjacent to an 
indented portion 34 of the surface of the front-end face of 
the corner end 60. The indented portion 34 of the front-end 

15 face of the corner end 60 bounded by the vertically oriented 
edge 36 and by the horizontally oriented edge 44, extends from 
the first corner header 200 of each of the plurality of corner 
masonry articles 12 to the front face 16 of each of the 
plurality of corner masonry articles 12. The front face 16 of 

20 each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 comprises 
an elevated portion. The indented portion 34 of the front 
face 16 bounded by the horizontally oriented edge 44 extends 
from the corner end 60 to the second corner header 202 of each 
of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12. The indented 

25 portion 34 of the surface of the front-end face of the corner 
end 60 is substantially parallel to the surface of the 
elevated portion of the front-end face of the corner end 60. 
The indented portion 34 of the surface of the front face of 
the front face 16 is substantially parallel to the surface of 

30 the elevated portion of the front face 16. A lower portion of 
the indented portion 34 of the surface of the front-end face 
of the corner end 60 comprises a substantially L-shaped step 
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46 extending from the first corner header 200 of each of the 
plurality of corner masonry articles 12 to the front face 16 
of each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12. A 
lower portion of the indented portion 34 of the front face 16 
also comprises a substantially L-shaped step 4 6 extending from 
the corner end 60 of each of the plurality of corner masonry 
articles 12 to the second corner header 202 of each of the 
plurality of corner masonry articles 12. 

Similarly, a back end face of the corner end 60 of each 
of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 comprises an 
opposite edge 40 substantially perpendicular to an opposite 
indented portion 38 of the surface of the back end face of the 
corner end 60 of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12. 
The opposite indented portion 38 of the surface of the back 
end face of the corner end 60 is located between an end of the 
second projecting portion 22 of the first corner header 200 of 
each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 and the 
opposite edge 40 of the back end face of the corner end 60 of 
each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12. The 
opposite indented portion 38 of the surface of the back end 
face of the corner end 60 of each of the plurality of corner 
masonry articles 12 is substantially parallel to the surface 
of the back end face of the corner end 60 of each of the 
plurality of corner masonry articles 12. A lower portion of 
the back end face of the corner end 60 of each of the 
plurality of corner masonry articles 12 comprises a 
substantially opposite L-shaped step 48. The substantially 
opposite L-shaped step 48 of the lower portion of the back end 
face of the corner end 60 extends from the end of the second 
projecting portion 22 of the first header 102 of each of the 
plurality of corner masonry articles 12 to the back face 18 of 
each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12. A lower 
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portion of the back face 18 of each of the plurality of corner 
masonry articles 12 also comprises the substantially opposite 
L-shaped step 48. The opposite L-shaped step 48 of the back 
face 18 of each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 
extends from the back end face of the corner end 60 to the 
second corner header 202 of each of the plurality of corner 
masonry articles 12 (see Figs. 5 and 6). The opposite L- 
shaped step 48 of the back end face of the corner end 60 of 
each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12, the L- 
shaped step 48 of the back face 18, the L-shaped step 46 of 
the front-end face of the corner end 60 and the L-shaped step 
46 of the front face 16 have substantially the same height, so 
that the portion of the lower base 56 of each of the plurality 
of corner masonry articles 12 may couple to the portion of the 
contoured upper base 58 of a combination of one of the 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14 coupled to 
one of the plurality of masonry articles 10 in the portion of 
the corner section of the wall. The portion of the contoured 
upper base 58 of each of the plurality of corner masonry 
articles 12 comprises a channel 50 extending substantially 
horizontally from the first corner header 200 of each of the 
plurality of corner masonry articles 12 to the second corner 
header 202 of each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 
12. When the contoured upper base 58 of each of the plurality 
of corner masonry articles 12 vertically couples to a lower 
base 56 of a combination of one of the vertically adjacent 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14 coupled to 
the one of the plurality of masonry articles 10 the channel 50 
provides an opening, which may accommodate an angularly shaped 
reinforcing rod 52. The plurality of corner masonry articles 
12 have a plurality of holes 54 extending from the upper base 
58 of each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 to 
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the lower base 56 of each of the plurality of corner masonry 
articles 12. Each of the plurality of holes 54 may 
accommodate the substantially vertically oriented reinforcing 
rod 52 within each of the plurality of holes 54. During 
5 assembly of the portion of the corner section of the wall each 
course of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 is 
aligned vertically with each course of the combination of one 
of the plurality of masonry articles 10 coupled to one of the 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14 so that 

10 the plurality of holes 54 of each of the plurality of 
alternative corner masonry articles 14 is substantially 
aligned to permit the substantially vertically oriented 
reinforcing rod 52 to pass through each course of the 
plurality of corner masonry articles 12 vertically aligned to 

15 each course of the combination of one of the plurality of 
masonry articles 10 coupled to one of the plurality of 
alternative corner masonry articles 14. The alignment of the 
plurality of corner masonry articles 12 also permits mortar to 
be poured into the plurality of holes 54 so that each course 

20 of the combination of one of the plurality of masonry articles 
10 coupled to one of the plurality of alternative corner 
masonry articles 14 may be permanently vertically and 
horizontally coupled to each course of the plurality of corner 
masonry articles 12 when the mortar sets. The mortar 

25 substantially fills the opening located between the channel 50 
of the portion of the contoured upper base 58 of each of the 
plurality of corner masonry articles 12 and the portion of the 
lower base 56 of the combination of one of the plurality of 
masonry articles 10 horizontally coupled to one of the 

30 plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14. The 

mortar also adheres to each course of the portion of the lower 
base 56 of the combination of one of the plurality of masonry 

20 


articles 10 coupled to one of the plurality of alternative 
corner masonry articles 14, which is vertically coupled to the 
adjacent course of the portion of the contoured upper base 58 
of each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12. 
5 The first corner header 200 of each of the plurality of 

corner masonry articles 12 provides a tongue portion for 
coupling to a groove portion of the second header 102 of each 
of the plurality of masonry articles 10 (see Fig. 4). The 
indented portion 34 of the surface of the front-end face of 

10 the corner end 60 of the plurality of corner masonry articles 
12 is of greater width then the opposite indented portion 38 
of the surface of the back end face of the corner end 60 of 
the plurality of corner masonry articles 12. The width of the 
opposite indented portion 38 of the surface of the back end 

15 face of the corner end 60 of each of the plurality of corner 
masonry articles 12 is substantially the same as the width of 
the first opposite projecting portion 24 of the second header 
102 of each of the plurality of masonry articles 10 and the 
width of the second opposite projecting portion 26 of the 

20 second header 102 of each of the plurality of masonry articles 
10. When each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 
couples adjacently to the plurality of masonry articles 10 the 
indented portion 34 of the front-end face of the corner end 60 
of each of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 and the 

25 second header 102 of one of the plurality of masonry articles 
10 provides a vertical mortar-like gap because of the 
difference in width of the indented portion 34 of the surface 
of the front-end face of the corner end 60 and the opposite 
indented portion 38 of the surface of the back end face of the 

30 corner end 60 of each of the plurality of corner masonry 

articles 12. Additionally, when each course of the plurality 
of corner masonry articles 12 couples vertically to each 
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course of the combination of one of the plurality of 
alternative corner masonry articles 14 coupled to one of the 
plurality of masonry articles 10, the horizontally oriented 
edge 44 of the elevated portion of front-end face of the 
5 corner end 60 of each course of the plurality of corner 
masonry articles 12 provides a horizontal mortar-like gap 
because of the contoured shape of the front-end face of the 
corner end 60 of each of the plurality of masonry articles 12 
as described above. 

10 According to Figs. 1 and 4A each of a plurality of 

alternative corner masonry articles 14 substantially comprises 
a parallelepiped having a first alternative corner header 300 
located at a first end, a second alternative corner header 
302, a front face 16, a back face 18, an alternative corner 

15 end 62 located at a second end opposite the first alternative 
corner header 300, the lower base 56 and the upper base 58. 
The front face 16 of each of the plurality of alternative 
corner masonry articles 14 is contoured similarly to the 
contoured front face 16 of each of the plurality of masonry 

20 articles 10 (see description above) . A contoured portion of 
the first alternative corner header 300 of each of the 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14 couples to 
the contoured portion of the second header 102 of one of the 
plurality of masonry articles 10 and a contoured portion of 

25 the second alternative corner header 302 of each of the 

plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14 couples to 
the contoured portion of one other first header 100 of one of 
the other plurality of masonry articles 10 so that an outward 
face of the portion of the alternative corner section of the 

30 wall has plurality of mortar-like vertically oriented gaps, 
the plurality of the mortar-like vertically oriented gaps 
located adjacently between the portion of the first 
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alternative corner header 300 of each of the plurality of 
alternative corner masonry articles 14 and the portion of the 
second header 102 of one of the plurality of masonry articles 
10, and the plurality of the mortar-like vertically oriented 
5 gaps also located between the portion of the second 

alternative corner header 302 of one of the plurality of 
alternative corner masonry articles 14 and the portion of one 
other first header 100 of one of the other plurality of 
masonry articles 10. Furthermore, a portion of the lower base 

10 56 of each of the plurality of alternative corner masonry 

articles 14 couples to a portion of the contoured upper base 
58 of each of a combination of one of the plurality of corner 
masonry articles 12 coupled to one of the plurality of masonry 
articles 10 so that the outward face of the portion of the 

15 alternative corner section of the wall assembled with the 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14 has a 
plurality of mortar-like horizontally oriented gaps, each one 
of the plurality of mortar-like horizontally oriented gaps 
located adjacently between each of the plurality of 

20 alternative corner masonry articles 14 and each of the 

combination of one of the plurality of masonry articles 12 
coupled to one of the plurality of masonry articles 10. 

The back face 18 of each of the plurality of alternative 
corner masonry articles 14 is substantially parallel to the 

25 front face 16 of each of the plurality of alternative corner 
masonry articles 14. According to Fig. 4A, the back face of 
the portion of the alternative corner section of the wall 
assembled from the plurality of alternative corner masonry 
articles 14 has no plurality of mortar-like vertically 

30 oriented gaps, located adjacently between the combination of 
the plurality of one of the alternative corner masonry 
articles 14, one of the plurality of masonry articles 10 and 


one other of the plurality of masonry articles 10. It is 
understood that the back face 18 of each of the plurality of 
alternative masonry articles 14 may be contoured without 
changing the functionality of each of the plurality of 

5 alternative masonry articles 14 so that the back face of the 
portion of the alternative corner section of the wall may have 
the appearance of the plurality of mortar-like vertically 
oriented gaps, the plurality of mortar-like vertically 
oriented gaps located adjacently between one of the plurality 

10 of the alternative corner masonry articles 14 coupled to one 
of the plurality of masonry articles 10 and one of the 
plurality of the alternative corner masonry articles 14 
coupled to one other of the plurality of masonry articles 10, 
In addition, the back face 18 of each of the plurality of 

15 corner masonry articles 14 may be contoured without changing 
the functionality of each of the plurality of corner masonry 
articles 14 so that the back face of the portion of the 
alternative corner section of the wall may have the appearance 
of the plurality of the mortar-like horizontally oriented 

20 gaps, each of the mortar-like horizontally oriented gaps 
located adjacently between each of the plurality of 
alternative corner masonry articles 14 vertically coupled to 
the combination of one of the plurality of the corner masonry 
articles 12 coupled to one of the plurality of masonry 

25 articles 10. 

The first alternative corner header 300 of the plurality 
of alternative corner masonry articles 14 is similar to the 
first header 100 of the plurality of masonry articles 10 (see 
above) . The first alternative corner header 300 of the 

30 plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14 is located 
at a first end of each of the plurality of alternate corner 
masonry articles 14. The alternative corner end 62 of each of 


the plurality of alternative masonry articles 14 is opposite 
to the first header 300 of each of the plurality of 
alternative masonry articles 14. The first alternative corner 
header 300 of the plurality of alternative corner masonry 
5 articles 14 comprises a first projecting portion 20, a second 
projecting portion 22 and an end-recessed portion 28. The 
end-recessed portion 28 is located between the first 
projecting portion 20 and the second projecting portion 22 of 
the first alternative corner header 300 of each of the 

10 plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14. A front- 
end face of the alternative corner end 62 of the plurality of 
alternative corner masonry articles 14 is contoured similarly 
to the front face 16 of each of the plurality of corner 
masonry articles 14 (see above) • The second alternative 

15 corner header 302 of the plurality of alternative corner 
masonry articles 14 comprises a first opposite projecting 
portion 24 adjacent to a first inner recessed portion 30 of 
the second alternative corner header 302 of each of the 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14. A 

20 portion of the first opposite projecting portion 24 of each of 
the plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14 is 
substantially parallel to the back face 18 of each of the 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14. The 
second alternative corner header 302 of the plurality of 

25 alternative corner masonry articles 14 further comprises a 
second inner recessed portion 32 and an opposite recessed 
portion 42. The second inner recessed portion 32 of each of 
the plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14 is 
adjacent to the front face 16 of each of the plurality of 

30 alternative corner masonry articles 14. The opposite recessed 
portion 42 is located between the first inner recessed portion 
30 and the second inner recessed portion 32 of the second 


alternative corner header 302 of each of the plurality of 
alternative corner masonry articles 14. The second 
alternative corner header 302 of the plurality of alternative 

corner masonry articles 14 is located on a portion of the back 
5 face 18 of each of the plurality of alternate corner masonry 
articles 14. 

An elevated portion of the front face 16 of each of the 
plurality of alternative masonry articles 14 comprises a 
vertically oriented edge 36 of the elevated portion of the 

10 front face 16 and a horizontally oriented edge 44 of the 

elevated portion of the front face 16. The front-end face of 
the alternative corner end 62 has an elevated portion and the 
horizontally oriented edge 44 of the front face 16 of the 
plurality of alternative masonry articles 14 also extends 

15 along the front-end face of the alternative corner end 62. 
The elevated portion of the front face 16 of each of the 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14 is 
adjacent to an indented portion 34 of the surface of the front 
face 16. The indented portion 34 of the front face 16, 

20 bounded by the vertically oriented edge 36 and by the 

horizontally oriented edge 44, extends from an end of the 
first projecting portion 20 of the first alternative corner 
header 300 of each of the plurality of alternative corner 
masonry articles 14 to the vertically oriented edge 36 of the 

25 elevated portion of the front face 16, and from the end of the 
first projecting portion 20 of the first alternative corner 
header 300 of each of the plurality of alternative corner 
masonry articles 14 to the alternative corner end 62 of each 
of the plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14 

30 (see Fig. 1 in combination with Fig. 4A) . The indented 
portion 34 of the surface of the front face 16 is 
substantially parallel to the surface of the elevated portion 
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of the front face 16. A lower portion of the indented portion 
34 of the surface of the front face 16 comprises a 
substantially L-shaped step 46 extending from the end of the 
first projecting portion 20 of the first alternative corner 
5 header 300 of each of the plurality of alternative corner 
masonry articles 14 to the alternative corner end 62 of each 
of the plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14. 
The indented portion 34 of the front face 16 also extends 
along the surface of the front-end face of the alternative 

10 corner end 62 bounded by the horizontally oriented edge 44 of 
the elevated portion of the alternative corner end 62. A ' 
lower portion of the indented portion 34 of the front-end face 
of the alternative corner end 62 also comprises a 
substantially L-shaped step 4 6 extending from the front face 

15 16 of each of the plurality of alternative corner masonry 
articles 14 to the second alternative corner header 302 of 
each of the plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 
14. 

Similarly, the back face 18 of each of the plurality of 
20 alternative corner masonry articles 14 comprises an opposite 
edge 40 substantially perpendicular to an opposite indented 
portion 38 of the surface of the back face 18 located between 
an end of the second projecting portion 22 of the first 
alternative corner header 300 of each of the plurality of 
25 alternative corner masonry articles 14 and the opposite edge 
40 of the back face 18. The opposite indented portion 38 of 
the surface of the back face 18 is substantially parallel to 
the surface of the back face 18. A lower portion of the back 
face 18 of the plurality of alternative corner masonry 
30 articles 14 comprises a substantially opposite L-shaped step 
48 extending from the end of the second projecting portion 22 
of the first alternative corner header 300 of each of the 
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plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14 to an end 
of the second alternative corner header 302 of each of the 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14. The 
opposite L-shaped step 48 of the back face 18, the L-shaped 
5 step 4 6 of the front face 16 and the L-shaped step of the 
front-end face of the alternative corner end 62 of the 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14 have 
substantially the same height, so that the portion of the 
lower base 56 of each of the plurality of alternative corner 

10 masonry articles 14 may couple to the portion of the contoured 
upper base 58 of the combination of one of the plurality of 
corner masonry articles 12 coupled to one of the plurality of 
masonry articles 10 in the portion of the alternative corner 
section of the wall. The portion of the contoured upper base 

15 58 of each of the plurality of alternative corner masonry 
articles 14 comprises a channel 50 extending substantially 
horizontally from the first alternative corner header 300 of 
each of the plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 
14 to the second alternative corner header 302 of each of the 

20 plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14. When the 
portion of the contoured upper base 58 of each of the 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14 vertically 
couples to portion of the lower base 56 of the combination of 
one of the plurality of corner masonry articles 12 coupled to 

25 one of the plurality of masonry articles 10 the channel 50 

provides an opening, which may accommodate the angular shaped 
reinforcing rod 52. The plurality of alternative corner 
masonry articles 14 have a plurality of holes 54 extending 
from the upper base 58 of each of the plurality of alternative 

30 corner masonry articles 14 to the lower base 56 of each of the 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14. Each of 
the plurality of holes 54 may accommodate the substantially 
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vertically oriented reinforcing rod 52 within each of the 
plurality of holes 54. During assembly of the portion of the 
alternative corner section of the wall each course of the 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14 is aligned 

5 vertically with each course of the combination of one of the 
plurality of masonry articles 10 coupled to one of the 
plurality of corner masonry articles 12 so that the plurality 
of holes 54 of each of the plurality of alternative corner 
masonry articles 14 is substantially aligned to permit each of 

10 the plurality of substantially vertically oriented reinforcing 
rod 52 to pass through each course of the plurality of 
alternative corner masonry articles 14 vertically aligned to 
each course of the combination of one of the plurality of 
masonry articles 10 coupled to one of the plurality of corner 

15 masonry articles 12. The alignment of the plurality of 

alternative corner masonry articles 14 also permits mortar to 
be poured into the plurality of holes 54 so that each course 
of the combination of one of the plurality of masonry articles 
10 coupled to one of the plurality of corner masonry articles 

20 12 may be permanently vertically and horizontally coupled to 
each course of the plurality of alternative corner masonry 
articles 14 when the mortar sets. The mortar substantially 
fills the opening located between the channel 50 of the 
portion of the contoured upper base 58 of the plurality of 

25 alternative corner masonry articles 14 and the portion of the 
lower base 56 of the combination of one of the plurality of 
masonry articles 10 coupled to one of the plurality of corner 
masonry articles 12. The mortar also adheres to each course 
of the portion of the lower base 56 of the combination of one 

30 of the plurality of masonry articles 10 coupled to one of the 
plurality of corner masonry articles 12, which is vertically 
coupled to each adjacent course of the portion of the 
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contoured upper base 58 of each of the plurality of 
alternative corner masonry articles 14. 

The second alternative corner header 302 of each of the 
plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14 provides a 
5 groove portion for coupling to a tongue portion of the first 
header 100 of each of the plurality of masonry articles 10 
(see Fig.4A). When the second alternative corner header 302 
of each of the plurality of alternative corner masonry 
articles 14 couples adjacently to the first header 100 of one 

10 of the plurality of masonry articles 10 the indented portion 
34 of the front face 16 of each of the plurality of masonry 
articles 10 provides a vertical mortar-like gap because of the 
difference in width of the indented portion 34 of the surface 
of the front face 16 and the opposite indented portion 38 of 

15 the surface of the back face 18 of the first header 100 of 
each of the plurality of masonry articles 10. Additionally, 
when each course of the plurality of alternative corner 
masonry articles 14 couples vertically to each course of the 
combination of one of the plurality of corner masonry articles 

20 12 coupled to one of the plurality of masonry articles 10 the 
horizontally oriented edge 44 of the elevated portion of the 
front-end face of the alternative corner end 62 of each course 
of the plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 14 
provides a horizontal mortar-like gap because of the contoured 

25 shape of the front-end face of the alternative corner end 62 
of each of the plurality of alternative masonry articles 14 as 
described above. 

While the invention has been particularly shown and 
described with reference to preferred embodiments thereof, it 

30 will be understood by those skilled in the art that the 

foregoing and other changes in form and details may be made 
therein without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
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invention. For example, the front face of each of the 
plurality of masonry articles, the front face of each of the 
plurality of corner masonry articles and the front face of 
each of the plurality of alternative corner masonry articles 
may have various contoured shapes, so that the plurality of 
vertical oriented gaps and the plurality of horizontally 
oriented gaps may be at least tapered, squared, concave 
rounded and convex rounded, as well as having no gap. The 
plurality of masonry articles, the plurality of corner masonry 
articles and the plurality of alternative corner masonry 
articles may comprise various construction materials including 
colored concrete, composites and clays. 


31 


